COLONEL JOHN HAMILTON
The waiters at two different taverns proved that the
deceased noblemen and their seconds had been at those
taverns, and from what could be recollected from their
behaviour it appeared that a quarrel had taken place and
a duel was in agitation; and some of the Duke's servants
and other witnesses deposed to a variety of particulars, all
which tended to the same conclusion.
But the evidence who saw most of the transaction was
William Morris, a groom, who deposed that, as he was
walking his horses towards Hyde Park, he followed a
hackney-coach with two gentlemen in it, whom he saw
alight by the lodge and walk together towards the left part
of the ring, where they were about a quarter of an hour
when he saw two other gentlemen come to them: that,
after having saluted each other, one of them, who he was
since told was the Duke of Hamilton, threw off his cloak,
and one of the other two, who he now understands was
Lord Mahon, his surtout coat, and all immediately drew:
that the Duke and Lord pushed at each other but a very
little while when the Duke closed, and took the Lord by
the collar, who fell down and groaned, and the Duke fell
upon him: that just as Lord Mahon was dropping he saw
him lay hold of the Duke's sword, but could not tell whether
the sword was at that time in his body; nor did he see any
wound given after the closing, and was sure Lord Mahon
did not shorten his sword. He declared he did not see the
seconds fight, but they had their swords in their hands,
assisting the lords.
The defence made by the prisoner was that the Duke
called him to go abroad with him, but he knew not anything
of the matter till he came into the field.
Some Scottish noblemen and other gentlemen of rank
gave Mr Hamilton a very advantageous character, assert-
ing that he was brave, honest and inoffensive; and the
jury, having considered of the affair, gave a verdict of
" manslaughter " ; in consequence of which the prisoner
prayed the benefit of the statute, which was allowed him.
VOL. n.                              225                              p